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1 . IN ACCORDANCE WITH REFTEL, I HAVE ASKED MY STAFF HERE TO 
ANALYZE THE INTERACTION WE HAVE HAD WITH THE GAO OVER THE PAST 
TWO YEARS. THIS TELEGRAM TRANSMITS OUR CONCLUSIONS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE OUTLINE SUGGESTED BY REFTEL. 

2. FREQUENCY AND TRENDS OF GAO VISITS: OVER THE PAST TWO 
YEARS WE HAVE HAD A TOTAL OF SIX GAO VISTS, ONE IN 1977 AND 
FIVE TO DATE THIS YEAR. WE KNOW OF AT LEAST TWO ADDITIONAL 
GAO VISITS PENDING FOR 1978. IT WOULD APPEAR THUS THAT WHILE 

THE FREQUENCY OF GAO VISITS HAS NOT TO DATE BEEN BURDENSOME, THE 
TREND IS CLEARLY UP. ACCORDING TO OUR RECORDS, THE AVERAGE 
DURATION OF GAO TEAM VISITS TO NORWAY OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS 
HAS BEEN ABOUT TWO AND A HALF DAYS. THERE IS NO DISCERNIBLE 
TREND IN TERMS OF THE DURATION OF THE VISITS. ON AVERAGE 
THERE HAVE BEEN ABOUT THREE OR FOUR PEOPLE ON EACH OF THESE GAO 
TEAMS, WITH A SLIGHT RECENT TREND TO SMALLER TEAMS. AS FAR 
AS I CAN TELL FROM EXAMINING THE COMPOSITION OF THE TEAMS, 
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THE GAO TENDS TO SEND THE PEOPLE WITH THE RIGHT BACKGROUND. 

3. WE HAVE OCCASIONALLY HAD ADVANCE QUESTIONNAIRES OR STATE- 
MENTS OF PURPOSE OF VISIT SUBMITTED TO US BY THE GAO TEAMS. 

THIS CERTAINLY IS A VERY USEFUL WAY TO IMPROVE THE EFFICIENCY 
OF THE GAO VISITS SINCE IT ALLOWS US TO TAILOR THE GAO’S 
SCHEDULE IN OSLO MORE DIRECTLY TO THE INTERESTS OF THE TEAM. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


IT ALSO ENABLES US TO JUDGE BETTER THE LEVEL AT WHICH THE 
GAO SHOULD INTERACT WITH THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT. IT IS 
IMPORTANT THAT WE BE GIVEN TIME TO COMMENT IN ADVANCE ON 
QUESTIONS AS WE HAVE FOUND IN SOME INSTANCES ROUTINE GROUND 
WAS COVERED SOMEWHAT TOO EXTENSIVELY AND THE QUESTIONS COULD 
HAVE BEEN CUT BACK TO HOLD THE INTEREST OF BUSY, HIGH-LEVEL 
OFFICIALS. 

4. DEMANDS ON POST'S RESOURCES: IN GENERAL THE GAO VISITS 
HAVE MADE VERY MODEST DEMANDS ON THE POST. MOST OF THE TIME 
IS USED IN SCHEDULING THE GAO TEAM BEFORE THEY ARRIVE. THERE 

HAVE BEEN VERY LIMITED DEMANDS FOR SECRETARIAL AND TRANSPORTATION 
HELP. WE HAVE INCURRED NO OVERTIME PAY SUPPORTING ANY OF THE 
SIX VISITS. IN THE CASE OF ONE OF OUR VISITS. WE DID USE TWO DAYS 
OF AN OFFICER'S TIME TO ACCOMPANY THE GAO TEAM ON ITS CALLS ON 
THE GON. HOWEVER, THIS EXPENDITURE OF TIME WAS JUDGED TO BE 
USEFUL TO THE EMBASSY AS WELL. 

5. REACTION OF HOST COUNTRY TO GAO VISITS: IT IS HARD 

TO MAKE A GENERAL STATEMENT ABOUT THE REACTION OF THE GON 

TO THE SIX VISITS WE HAVE HAD IN THE LAST TWO YEARS. IN 

SOME CASES (SUCH AS A RECENT STUDY ON ALCOHOL ABUSE AND DRIVING) 

THE GAO TEAM WAS VERY WELL RECEIVED BY THE NORWEGIANS 
BECAUSE THE SUBJECT IS ONE ON WHICH THE NORWEGIANS HAVE 
DONE CONSIDERABLE WORK AND ON WHICH THEY PLACE HIGH PRIORITY. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, IN THE CASE OF ANOTHER GAO VISIT (LOOKING 
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INTO NORWEGIAN ENERGY POLICY) A SENIOR GON ENERGY OFFICIAL 
EXPRESSED SOME ANNOYANCE WITH THE LENGTH OF THE GAO'S 
QUESTIONNAIRE - IT WAS 36 PAGES LONG - AND THE FAIRLY 
PEDESTRIAN NATURE OF THE QUESTIONS. 

6. 1 AM CONCERNED THAT IF THE TREND TOWARD MORE FREQUENT 
GAO VISITS CONTINUES, WE MAY SOON WEAR OUT OUR WELCOME WITH 
GON OFFICIALS. THE PROBLEM IS NOT THE DEMAND ON THE EMBASSY'S 
TIME - FOR TO DATE THIS HAS BEEN INSIGNIFICANT HERE - BUT 

THE POTENTIAL FOR MAKING INORDINATE DEMANDS ON BUSY NORWEGIAN 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. NORWAY IS A SMALL COUNTRY WITH A VERY 
RESTRICTED CIRCLE OF DECISION-MAKERS. AND WHILE THE NORWEGIANS 
ARE TOO COURTEOUS TO SAY NO TO A REQUEST FOR MEETINGS WITH GAO 
VISITORS, THERE IS A LIMIT TO WHAT WE CAN OR SHOULD IMPOSE ON 
THEM. 

7. 1 HAVE, THEREFORE, INSTRUCTED MY STAFF TO EXAMINE VERY 
CAREFULLY EACH GAO REQUEST FOR A VISIT TO SEE IF THE EMBASSY CAN 
GATHER THE INFORMATION THE GAO WANTS WITHOUT NECESSITATING 

A VISIT TO OSLO BY A GAO TEAM OR AT LEAST FOCUS THE TEAM'S 
MEETINGS WITH THE APPROPRIATE GON OFFICIALS ON A SHORT LIST OF 
SPECIFIC POINTS NOT READILY ANSWERABLE BY OTHER MEANS. WE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

ARE PARTICULARLY ATTRACTED BY THE IDEA OF HAVING THE GAO 
SUBMIT THEIR QUESTIONS IN ADVANCE BY CABLE ON A REGULAR BASIS 
TO AID US IN THIS ASSESSMENT. 

LERNER 
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